There are no Christmas festivities, but to make up for this a treat to the children is arranged for in January.
Eelgrave Hospital for Children, Gloucester Street, S.W.
Early in January the Christmas tree will be held, all the presents being placed in the " Princess Beatrice Ward. All the children who are well enough will be brought here to see it, and many of the little out-patients will be invited to the treat.
?Che presents, consisting of toys of all kinds, crackers, and woollen garments, will then be distributed to all the children. Owing to the large majority of the cases being very ill and unable to be up, the Christmas entertainments to the patientsare compelled to be held in the wards. On Christmas Day a dinner of roast beef and plum pudding is provided. On. the following evening the ladies who visit the wards will give the patients a tea, when they will be supplied with cakes, oranges, &c., and when the ladies will do their best to amuse them, due consideration being, of course, given to those patients whom it is necessary shall be as little disturbed as possible. The entertainment to the nursing staff will take place early in January.
St. Mary's Hospital, London, W. This institution has two Christmas trees for the children on, different nights, one in the surgical and one in the medical ward. An extra treat, a Punch and Judy show, will be provided, and the gifts on the Christmas tree will be given away by some friend dressed up as Father Christmas.
In the beginning of the New Year an entertainment for the nurses and their friends, and one for the patients, will also be given. The wards will be decorated on Christmas Eve with the help of friends.
St. Thomas's Hospital, Albert Embankment, S.E, On Christmas Day the usual service will be held in the chape at 10.30 a.m.; the patients' dinner of roast beef and plum pudding, and dessert at noon. The men will be allowed to smoke during the afternoon. The Nightingale Nurses will visit each ward during the evening, and sing Christmas Carols, &c. The Sisters, Nurses, Probationers, &c., will also be provided with Christmas Cheer.
About the middle of January next a theatrical performance will be given in one of the theatres, and a few days later a concert in the Governors' Hall for the Sisters and nurses will be held. Westminster Hospital, Broad Sanctuary, S.W. The usual Christmas fare will be provided, and in the afternoon and evening friends will attend at the hospital, and do their best to make the day pass happily and pleasantly. The men will bo provided with tobacco, tne women will receive gifts of clothing, and the children toys.
"YVe invited information from all the hospitals, but have only been able to give that which came to hand in time for this week's issue.
